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GOD ENCOUNTERS: Your stories of life and faith

I Hate This Church!

I have loved church for most of my
life; the hushed quiet, the beautiful
windows, the peacefulness of the ser-
vice, the ritual, the nice people, and,
growing up in a small town it was
something to do that was acceptable to
my parents. It has remained a symbol
of peacefulness and love. I also like
pictures of churches, replicas of
churches, all kinds of church-related
stuff.

It wasn't until my mid-twenties,
however, that I made a decision for
Christ, after being a part of a
neighborhood Bible study, having a
friend who exuded a joy that I didn't
have, and being unexpectedly invited
into communion with a small group in
a home. It was a process of question-
ing, seeking, weighing the options,
and eventually being loved and prayed
into the kingdom. 1 finally decided
that, while I did not have the answers
to all the difficult questions, the ex-
perience of God's love was so real that
I couldn't deny it, and I would inten-
tionality commit my life to Christ.

Each one of us has our own journey
to Christ, and as the body of Christ,

we are tasked with being a part of
others' journey, extending love and
patience, acceptance when they ask the
hard questions, being OK with not
having all the answers, and praying that
those who do not know Christ would
be drawn to Him. We are to be
Christ's ambassadors, drawing people
to Him.

This body of Christ, that attends
the Rushville First United Methodist,
has some challenges in our outreach;
our building is beautiful but not
modern, some people feel intimidated
by the size and reputation “I don't have
the clothes to wear,” or sometimes
there are those that have been hurt here.

The stairs and outdated
elevator keep those who are physically
challenged at bay.

It breaks my heart that people miss
out on worship, our highest calling, for
any reason, and I pray that any and all
barriers to people knowing Christ as
proclaimed in our worship would be
dissolved. Some of those barriers are
in the hearts of those of us who can be
callous or insensitive, and some are
physical.

When the United Methodist Women
had a district meeting here and an older

woman from out of town proclaimed,
“I hate this church!” as she was
struggling with the stairs, my heart
stopped. She would never have said
that to hurt a member here, but I over
heard it. I wonder how many are kept
away because it is just too hard to get
into the building.

Let’s love people into the kingdom
and into this church by every means
possible. I love this church.

Sarah Duncan

HAVE YOU HAD A
GOD ENCOUNTER?
Send your story about how God has

blessed your life by email to
officec@RushvilleFUMC.org and it may
be included in a future edition of our
IGNITION newsletter.

Rushville First United Methodist Church

Located on the corner of Congress & Jefferson | PO Box 208 | 210 West Jefferson Street | Rushville, Illinois 62681
www.RushvilleFUMC.org | office@RushvilleFUMC.org | Phone 217-322-3328 | Fax 217-322-5502
Saturday Worship 5:00 PM | Sunday Traditional Worship 8:30 AM | Sunday Contemporary Worship 10:35 AM
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WORSHIP WARM-UP: Thi s mont h’ s
Jesus on the Job

Before I was a pastor, as [ was
becoming a Christian, I had to
figure out what it meant to live
for Jesus Christ in my workplace,
even though my work wasn’t

something that was explicitly

Christian. I came to realize some
very important things in that season. It’s not necessarily the job that’s faith-
based. It’s the person carrying out that job with integrity and diligence to the
glory of God.

Throughout August, we’re going to spend some time looking at what hap-
pens when we’ve got Jesus on the Job with us. Regardless of where we work,
volunteer, or let our gifts shine, we can honor God through our labor.

Please join us each weekend as we see what happens when every day is
“Take Your Savior to Work Day.”

Business Ethics Genesis 6:1-6a
Who’s the Boss? Ephesians 6:5-9
Back to the Salt Mines Colossians 4:2-6

August 5/6
August 12/13
August 19/20

Worship and God’s Word are the center of our experience together as a
church. Thanks for being a part of the First UMC family of faith. When you
can’t be with us, you’re always welcome to be a part of the ongoing conver-
sation at RushvilleFUMC.podbean.com. As always, you’re invited!

Yours in Christ,

C et

Pastor Grant

Sunday Worship Volunteers
August 5

8:30AM Service

5 € ' RAdRtE) Macsh Redslet
Liturgist: Sylvia Herr

Greeter: Betty Knous & Betty
Roberts

10:35AM Service

Acolyte: Bronson Bartlett
Liturgist: Dianne Klitz

Greeter: Leland & Barb Hardy &
Marjorie Parish

August 13

8:30AM Service

Acolyte: Macon Kessler
Liturgist: Sarah Duncan
Greeter: Allen & Martha Tippey
10:35AM Service

Acolyte: Elli Henninger
Liturgist: Cheri Baker

Greeter: Steve, Sally & Tyler
Trone

August 20

8:30AM Service

Acolyte: Macon Kessler
Liturgist: Sheila Burton
Greeter: Sarah Duncan & Teresa
Boyd

10:35AM Service

Acolyte: Michael Toland
Liturgist: Carol Fuller
Greeter: Ken, Cathy, Sara &
Tommy Wilson

August 27

8:30AM Service

Acolyte: Macon Kessler
Liturgist: Mary Sue Merritt
Greeter: Mike & Lou Ann
Winston

10:35AM Service
Acolyte: Clara Armstrong
Liturgist: Amy Armstrong
Greeter: Dan, Niki, Adam,
Cora & Gretchen Wise

Rushville First United Methodist Church exists to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
We seek to make a difference for Christ within the local and global community by

waking to Christ, worshiping Christ, walking with Christ, working for Christ and witnessing for Christ.
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Stewardship News

Online Offering at RushvilleFUMC.org

Fewer and fewer people are carrying cash or checkbooks these days.

Even the most committed attendees are often physically in worship with

less frequently. It’s not that people love the church or her mission less.

These are just some of the realities of our lives today. To make it easier
to invest, we now have Online Offering available at

RushvilleFUMC.org. You can click on “Give” in the menu, or click on O F F ER I N G
the “Online Offering” button on the right-hand side of the page. Fill out )
some simple information, and you’ve invested in ministry! We’re trying
to make it even easier for you to make a difference for Jesus Christ! Thank you for your generosity!
WEEKEND WORSHIP ATTENDANCE AND GIVING

Weekend of | Sat PM | 8:30AM |10:35AM | Offering

WEEKLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE: July 2 31 61 54 $4,372.00
Saturday Night Casual Service: 5:00PM July 9 49 64 58 $4.,660.00
Sunday Morning Traditional Service: 8:30AM July 16 26 55 49 $3.701.00
Sunday Morning Contemporary Service: 10:35AM
July 23 31 59 48 $2,573.13
July 30 40 66 52 $5,625.00

Thank you for your generous support of life-changing ministries through Rushville First United Methodist Church!
“Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might
ask or think. Glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever and ever!” - Ephesians 3:20-21

Rushville First United Methodist Church exists to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
We seek to make a difference for Christ within the local and global community by
waking to Christ, worshiping Christ, walking with Christ, working for Christ and witnessing for Christ.
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Servants In Training/Sunday Mornings at 9:30AM

Room 205

Facilitator: Bob Walker (robertb52(@att.net )

Used by hundreds of thousands of people weekly, this popular adult curriculum is
based on the Uniform Series, which enables Christians across the globe to study the
same Scriptures and topics on the same Sundays throughout the year. It’s published
quarterly and can be used in multiple settings.

Children’s Sunday School
Starting Sunday, September 10, the Sunday School Program will go back to the
normal classes.

2017-2018 Wednesday Night Youth Group
Starting September 6 with an all-family celebration kick-off!
Our schedule throughout the school year:

4:30PM  Drop off
Pre-K through Kindergarten - Nursery
1st through 4th - Sanctuary
5th through 8th - Rms 202-203
6:00PM  Pre-K through 4th-Blessing & Dismissal - Lower Level Dining Room
Middle school pick-up
7:00PM  Senior High - Lower level
8:00PM  Senior High dismissal

We’re excited for another year of faith, friends, and food as we begin another season of
partnering with families to seek Jesus Christ with all we are. Through praise, lessons
and time together with our table-shepherds having discussion over a great meal, the
faith of our youngest disciples gets to grow by leaps and bounds. We’d love to join
with your family to share faith with a new generation! You’re invited!

Confirmation for 7th and 8th Graders
Starting September 6 with an all-family celebration kick-off!
Family confirmation orientation on Wednesday, September 13
Our schedule throughout the school year:
4:30PM  Drop off

Sth through 8th - start together in rooms 202-203
5:00PM 7th & 8th - transition to confirmation classroom
6:00PM  Middle school pick-up
Throughout this 2017-2018 school year we'll be offering confirmation class for our 7th
and 8th grade students during our Wednesday evening youth group. This is a great
chance for our kids to learn how to live out a Christian faith that is truly their own.
Confirmation is also the course these students take towards membership. If you have a
confirmation aged student, please let Pastor Grant know if your family plans to commit
to this year of confirmation by emailing him at pastorgrantarmstrong@gmail.com or
by calling the church office at 217-322-3328.

Revelation Bells
Revelation Bells will start practicing on Wednesday, September 6 at 6:00 PM. They
will perform on the 3rd Sunday of each month at the 8:30 AM worship service.

Generations Choir
The Generations Choir will start practicing on Wednesday, September 13 at 7:00 PM.

United Methodist

Wo menos

Prayer Calendar 2017

August 1
August 2
August 3
August 4
August 5
August 6
August 7
August 8
August 9
August 10
August 11
August 12
August 13

August 14
August 15
August 16
August 17
August 18
August 19
August 20
August 21
August 22
August 23
August 24
August 25
August 26
August 27
August 28
August 29
August 30
August 31

Genesis 30:37-43
Genesis 46:2; 47:12
Isaiah 14:1-2
Isaiah 41:8-10
Genesis 31:1-21
Psalm 17:1-7, 15
Genesis 31:22-42
Genesis 32:3-21
Isaiah 43:1-7
Genesis 35:22b-29
Genesis 36:1-8
Genesis 37:5-11

Psalm 105:1-6, 16-
22,45b

Genesis 37:29-36
Genesis 39:1-23
Genesis 40:1-23
Genesis 41:14-36
Genesis 41:37-57
Genesis 42:1-28
Psalm 133
Genesis 43:1-34
Genesis 44:1-34
Genesis 45:16-28
Genesis 49:1-33
Genesis 49:29-50:14
Genesis 50:15-26
Psalm 124
Exodus 1:1-7
Exodus 2:11-15a
Exodus 2:15b-22
Exodus 2:23-24

Rushville First United Methodist Church exists to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
We seek to make a difference for Christ within the local and global community by
waking to Christ, worshiping Christ, walking with Christ, working for Christ and witnessing for Christ.
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PRAYER: Concerns and Joys

Prayers for Healing and Recovery:

Jerry Curry, Jean Wyrick, John Walker, Leroy Bollinger, Eloise Patton, Benny Neal, Bill Petersen, Amanda Shoemaker, Jim
Crane, Wanda Wheelhouse, Dean Heitz, Richard & Kathy Crum, Dana Hopping, Gary Wenger, Paul & Dawn Tippey, Ron
Peak, Randy Little, Lori (Hughes) Biehl, Marie Leonard, Jessie Boyd, Beth Redfern, Jane Schneider, Ace Thrash, Jane Beck

Prayers of Comfort and Sympathy:
The Families of Sara Ward, Mary Howard, Max Vandiver, Debbie Westcott, Jim Robeson, Cathy Edmiston & Doris Prather

Prayers for Those with Ongoing Illness:

Luan Phillips, Mary Jean Hertling, Harold Sargent, Terry Runyon, Eric Peacock, Tommy Pruitt, Emmett Garriott, Dena Diseron,
Linda Shaw, Brian Days, Doug Fulks, Jim Stevenson, Hank Welch, Bud Price, Phyllis Rutledge, Donna Chapmen, Pat Unger,
Doris Young, Ruth Teel, David Jones, Allen Tippey, Virginia Stocker, Keith & Bonnie Vaughn, Carla Floyd, Edith
Goldsborough, Larry Lashbrook, Bob Hood, Carol Peacock, Shirley Phillips, Vera Royce, Carol Perrine, Ed Fegley, Hazel
Gurnsey, Howard & Glenna Prather, Kraig Kotter, Margie Tyson, Peggy Settles, Bob & Nancy Stauffer, Tom Eifert, Richard
Etter, Karen Phillips, Kent Drawve, June Morrow, Jane Wendling, Betty Curl, Doug & Marilyn Taylor, Tanya Gaither, Red &
Carolyn Ambrosius, Vic Jackson

Prayers of Joy: A daughter, Marlee Grace, was born to Matt & Emily (Norton) Little on August 2, 2017. Marlee weighted 9lbs,
4 oz.

Prayers for Churches and Pastors:

Each week we lift up a different church or charge and pastoral team from our community in prayer. As we lift up our brothers
and sisters in Christ and their work for the Lord, the ministry and message of Christ shall be strengthened. This month we will be
praying for the following churches and their pastors:

The week of August 6 Industry & Vermont UMC’s Bennett Woods
The week of August 13 Littleton First Baptist Church

The week of August 20 Littleton United Methodist Robert Kirkham
The week of August 27 Rushville United Pentecostal Church Larry DeSha

To get connected with the
Rushville First UMC Phone Tree,
fill out the form at
https://goo.gl/5yvSXQ or call the
church office at 217-322-3328 to
let us know what notices you
would like to start or stop
receiving.

Rushville First United Methodist Church exists to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
We seek to make a difference for Christ within the local and global community by
waking to Christ, worshiping Christ, walking with Christ, working for Christ and witnessing for Christ.
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SERVING: Making a difference through action
INREACH

OUTREACH

New Fellowship Hall Update

The new fellowship hall is moving right along with a completion possibly around September 1, 2017. The United Methodist
Women are working with our contractor, Mark Tyson and the building committee to get the appliances for the new facility. So
far the UMW have ordered a new commercial refrigerator, a new commercial food freezer, and a new commercial dishwasher.
The officers of UMW met on July 12 to discuss the moving of the stove and other associated items. In order to comply with
insurance and have the qualified people move the stove, it had been determined by the building committee we needed to have the
sellers of the stove move it. Hobart’s of Quincy estimated the cost to move it was close to the cost of a new stove. The building
committee agreed to help us with the stove problem and we decided to purchase a new one. It was decided at that time to also
purchase a new three basin sink so that the kitchen would have all new fixtures. On Monday, July 17, Sheila and Christie
traveled to Peoria to pick up and bring back for installation a new 3 basin sink. While at the distributor they were able to
purchase a new stove, to be delivered after the floor in the kitchen has been laid. The last items to purchase will be a range hood
and possibly a convection oven so we don’t have to take the current one from the basement. We have found that we must have
some pretty expensive equipment in the range hood for fire prevention. Since it is a new building, we must meet current fire
codes and regulations. We are exploring many avenues and are working with the health department, fire marshal, and
distributors to get the proper equipment at the least price. This is proving to be most difficult. At this time, the UMW has used
all of its current funds for the new kitchen so purchasing this range hood and a new convection oven will be problematic. We
have faith that God will provide the means for both and help us to complete the new kitchen in a timely manner. If there are
further questions, please talk with your building committee members. Sheila Burton and Christie Cox are currently working on
the purchase of the kitchen items and are available to try to answer your questions also.

The outside of the building has been completed except for the stairs on the west side of the building. The trustees are responsible
for the landscaping of the east side of the building with the elevator committee completing the north side.

The trim work on the inside of the building is being completed. The cabinets, light fixtures and bathrooms are being installed.
We still have a way to go but a steady progression is happening. The stained glass window possibly will not be installed until the
end of December.

The United Methodist Church Women with Crystal Bartlett (president) will be working closely with Chris Utter (Kitchen
Coordinator), Niki Wise (youth meal coordinator), and Marian Kindhart (reception and funeral coordinator) to decide what needs
to stay in basement for youth and what needs to go to the new fellowship hall for the church.

There has been some discussion about Ad Board and UMW hosting a meal in the new building when it is completed. There will
be more info about that later. We still need your prayers for completion of this building for a smooth transition from basement to
new fellowship hall.

A great thank you to everyone for your patience,

Cheryl Smith Keith DeMoss Recycling Cente-r Gone . .
Christic Cox Don Goldsborough Pathways Recycling Center has removed their recycling shed from our
Lisa Adams Charlie Burton property. We do have 3 rolling recycling totes from Area but they may

need to be used for Snacks for Students and Food Basket recycling.

Published prayer requests are received over the past month through prayer cards and requests. In order to be conscientious concerning per-
sonal privacy, we will only print names of those who are family members or have been confirmed/requested by the person(s) named.
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INVITATION: Opportunities to share Good News!

Open Arms Summer Lending Program

Summer is going by very quickly! The first day of school for Open Arms Preschoolers will be Wednesday, September 6. Our
Back to School night will be Wednesday, August 30 at 6:30 p.m. This will be our annual informational meeting for parents and a
chance for students to spend time in the classroom meeting teachers and classmates. We do have a few spots open in this year’s
class and are continuing to accept applications for this year, next year, and even the year after that. It’s never too early to save
your child’s spot on the roster!

We have held several Library Days over the summer. Current, former, and future students are welcome to stop in during those
scheduled times to borrow books, play in the classroom, and visit with the teacher. We have three more scheduled library days
this summer: August 2, August 16, and August 30 from 10:30 to 11:30 in the preschool classroom. We are not staffed for drop
offs, so parents must plan to stay with the children. You’re welcome to stay for the full hour or just a few minutes, whichever
you prefer.

If anyone would be interested in donating items for our classroom this year, we would happily and thankfully accept glue sticks,
Clorox wipes, baby wipes, Kleenex, Washable Crayola markers, and Crayola crayons (any size box).

We are very much looking forward to the start of the new year and excited to College Addresses

let the learning begin!
Miss Jennifer Please let us know the new college addresses
of your students by snail mailing the form below
Knitted Prayer Shawl to 1% UMC, P. O. Box 208, calling the church
office at 322-3328, putting this form or the tear-

Pat Palo is looking for people who knit and would be interested . : . _
off in the collection plate during worship, or e-

in knitting prayer shawls. These prayer shawls are given to mailing the information to us at of-

fice@rushvvillefumc.org. We try to keep the
reminder to the receiver that someone was loving and praying addresses current, but need your help to do so.

people who are going through a rough time. Each stitch is a

for them while the shawl was being made. Pat brought a copy Have a great year at school!! Thanks a bunch!
of the pattern for the Knitted Prayer Shawls into the office. If Name:

you are interested in a copy please stop in and pick it up. Address:
Address:

City: State:
ZIP

Email

Phone

Number:

College
attending:

Educational
focus:

If you would like to pick up your IGNITION newsletter at the church, or receive it by email, please
contact the church office by phone at 217-322-3328 or by email at office@RushvilleFUMC.org

to update your subscription. Thank you for helping us be good stewards of your investment in ministry!
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Dear United Methodist Women,
; H A /\A< We would like to express our
thanks for the wonderful lunch
\7 Ou prepared for our family and
guests after mom’s service.
§ Your time and effort are greatly
/\/ O appreciated.

Sincerely,

Tom & Donna Rowland
Dear women of the First United

Methodist Church
We want to thank you for the

meal you served after Chuck’s CONTACT INFORMATION
funeral. It was great food and Please let us know if you have a
we really appreciated it. The change of contact information so we
leftovers you sent home with us can update our records. This helps us
helped feed our visiting family stay in touch with you. Contact the
members that weekend. church office with any updates.
Yours, . Phone: 217-322-3328
Verne & Carolyn Nelson Email: office@RushvilleFUMC.org

OUR CHURCH STAFF:
Pastor: Rev. Grant Armstrong
Secretary: Teresa Boyd
Treasurer: Kathy Billingsley
Music Director: Mark Ross
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August 2017

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
10:30 AM Office Closed 8:00 AM-12:00
6:30 PM Knit & | Open Arms 4:00-7:00 PM PM New
Crochet Group Summer New Beginnings Yard
Program Beginnings Sale
Yard Sale 5:00 PM Saturday
Evening Worship
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
8:30 AM Worship 5:00 PM
9:30 AM Sunday Office Closed Saturday
School Evening Worship
10:35 AM
Worship
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
8:30 AM Worship 6:00 PM 10:30 AM 5:00 PM
9:30 AM Sunday Finance Open Arms Office Closed Saturday
School Committee Summer Evening Worship
10:35 AM 6:00 PM Program
Worship Trustees
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
8:30 AM Worship 5:00 PM
9:30 AM Sunday 6:00 PM Ad 3:30 PM UMW | Office Closed Saturday
School Board Ex. Meeting Evening Worship
10:35 AM
Worship
27 28 29 30 31

8:30 AM Worship
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:35 AM
Worship

10:30 AM Open
Arms Summer
Program

6:30 PM Back To
School Open Arms
Preschool




August

11
12
13
14
16
18

19
20
21
22

23
24
25
26

27
28
29
30

31

SSESSESEES

S Birthdays
Jill Trone S ) & .
g Anniversaries! &

Darlene Morrow =]
Jim Worthington S99999999
Seren Anne Boker

Wayne & Linda Peacock

David & Lucille Morgan

Doug Fulks

Don & Janis Wade

Olivia Vincent, Zac Royer
Emma King

Isaac Meyer

Allen & Diane Settles

Steve Quillen

Sarah Duncan

Lyle & Janet Gabbert

John Botts, Isaac Little

Kevin & Shelly Kveton
Amanda Shoemaker, Emily Kliffmiller
Tracy Allen

Kim Tyson

Tabitha Royer, John Peacock
Judy Peterman

Reece Settles, Laura Moore
Oliver Boyd

Elizabeth Lane

Wayne Runkle, Tom Barrett
Tyson Davidson

Eric Ewing

Monnabelle Beadles

Virginia Stocker

Mary Sue Merritt, Jakob Stover
Ben Edmiston

Merc Allen, Emma Utter

Rob & Sue Kirkham

Verne Crone

Bill & Karen Petersen

Allen & Martha Tippey

Chase Worthington

Richard Davis

Edward Worthington



