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It’s February and love is in the air. For young maidens there is the hope of chocolates and flowers from a loved one. For young

men, it is a time to impress that certain maiden. Flowers, candy, red hearts and romance. That's what Valentine's day is all about,

right? Well, maybe not.

The origin of this holiday for the expression of love really isn't romantic at all—at least not in the traditional sense. Father Frank
O'Gara of Whitefriars Street Church in Dublin, Ireland, tells the real story of the man behind the holiday—St. Valentine.

"He was a Roman Priest at a time when there was an emperor called Claudias who persecuted the church at that particular time,"
Father O'Gara explains. " He also had an edict that prohibited the marriage of young people. This was based on the hypothesis that
unmarried soldiers fought better than married soldiers because married soldiers might be afraid of what might happen to them or

their wives or families if they died."

"I think we must bear in mind that it was a very permissive society in which Valentine lived," says Father O'Gara. "Polygamy
would have been much more popular than just one woman and one man living together. And yet some of them seemed to be attracted
to Christian faith. But obviously the church thought that marriage was very sacred and that it was to be encouraged. And so it

immediately presented the problem to the Christian church of what to do about this."

"The idea of encouraging people to marry within the Christian church was what Valentine was about. And he secretly married

them because of the edict."

Valentine was eventually caught, imprisoned and tortured for performing marriage ceremonies against command of Emperor

Claudius the second.
There are legends surrounding Valentine's actions while in prison.

"One of the men who was to judge him in line with the Roman law at the time was a man called Asterius, whose daughter was blind.

He was supposed to have prayed with and healed the young girl with such astonishing effect
that Asterius himself became Christian as a result."

In the year 269 AD, Valentine was sentenced to a three part execution of a beating,
stoning, and finally decapitation all because of his stand for Christian marriage. The story
goes that the last words he wrote were in a note to Asterius' daughter. He inspired today's
romantic missives by signing it, "from your Valentine."

"What Valentine means to me as a priest," explains Father O'Gara, "is that there comes a
time where you have to lay your life upon the line for what you believe. And with the power
of the Holy Spirit we can do that —even to the point of death."

Valentine's martyrdom has not gone unnoticed by the general public. In fact, Whitefriars
Street Church is one of three churches that claim to house the remains of Valentine. Today,
many people make the pilgrimage to the church to honor the courage and memory of this
Christian saint.

"Valentine has come to be known as the patron saint of lovers. Before you enter into a
Christian marriage you want some sense of God in your life—some great need of God in
your life. And we know, particularly in the modern world, many people are meeting God
through his Son, Jesus Christ."

"If Valentine were here today, he would say to married couples that there comes a time
where you're going to have to suffer. It's not going to be easy to maintain your commitment
and your vows in marriage. Don't be surprised if the 'gushing' love that you have for someone
changes to something less "gushing" but maybe much more mature. And the question is, is
that young person ready for that?"

"So on the day of the marriage they have to take that into context," Father O'Gara says.
"Love—human love and sexuality is wonderful, and blessed by God—but also the shadow of
the cross.

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him won't
perish but will have eternal life. God didn’t send his Son into the world to judge the world,
but that the world might be saved through him.
John 3:16-18 CEB
God’s Peace—
Pastor Randy

WEEKLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE:

Saturday Night Casual Service:
5:00 PM

Sunday Morning
Traditional Service:
8:30 AM

Sunday School: 9:30 AM
Sunday Morning

Contemporary Service:
10:35 AM

Rushville FUMC Youth Group
Schedule:

4:30pm-6:00pm
Senior High Youth
2nd & 4th Sundays-6:00pm

Church Office Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday:
8:00 am to 1:00 pm
Wednesday:

8:00 am to 12:00 pm, 12:30 to

5:00 pm
*Closed Friday
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Sermon Series This Month

Dates Sermon Scripture

Feb. 3 A Remedy for Rejection Luke 4:2230
Feb. 10  Three Men Changed by God Luke 5:111
Feb.17  What Will It Take to Make You Happy? Luke-86L7
Feb.24 A GPS for Your Life Luke 6:1727-38
Sunday School

Servants In Training/Sunday Mornings at 9:30AM

Room 205 Facilitator: Bob Walker

Used by hundreds of UM churches worldwide, the Uniform Series based

curriculum enables Christians across the globe to study the same Scriptures and topics on
the same Sundays throughout the year. The quarterly and can be used in multiple settings.

Couples of the Old Testament at 9:35AM
Room 101 Adam and Eve, Abraham and Sarah; what can we learn from nine couples
from the Old Testament to apply to our lives today? Please join us!

Childrenés Sunday School/ Sunday Mor ni
Room 202/203 Pre-K - 4th Grade
Room 201 Middle School

UMW: United Methodist Women
All women of Rushville United Methodist Church are invited to join one of the following
UMW circles for Bible study, mission lessons, and fellowship:

UMW Circle Information
Serendipity:
Esther Daystar:

Second Monday of the month @ 7:00 p.m.

First Tuesday of the month @ 9:30 a.m. Deb & Di’s
Meeting Room

New Beginnings: Fourth Tuesday of the month @ 5:00 p.m. in Room 101

BIBLE STUDY

Living Faithfully: Human Sexuality and The United Methodist Church. Meets Mon-
day evenings at 6:00 pm.

Our next study will be with a book titled Love Like That-5 Relationship Secrets from
Jesus by Dr. Les Parrott. Loving like Jesus just got doable. In this inspiring, utterly prac-
tical new book the author writes a viable prescription for becoming more loving with fam-
ily, friends, coworkers, and even strangers.

Dr. Parrott takes the latest findings from psychology and sociology and blends them with
biblical teachings to reveal five transformative ways of relating to people demonstrated by
Jesus himself: being mindful, approachable, grace-filled, bold and self-giving.

The study will meet on Mondays at 6:00 pm starting March 4 thru April 1, 2019. Please
let Pastor Randy know as soon as possible so books may be ordered.

I

Sunday Worship Volunteers

February 3rd
8:30AM Service

Acolyte:

Greeters: Sarah &

David Duncan

10:35AM Service

Acolyte: Jason Klitz
Greeters: Steve & Sally Trone

February 10th
8:30AM Service

Acolyte:
Greeters: Barb Schoonover
& Mary Sue Merritt
10:35AM Service
Acolyte: Tyson Davidson
Greeters: Shalee &
Kyndal Painter

February 17th
8:30AM Service

Acolyte:
dosceters: tMargn &3RotaPhillips
10:35AM Service
Acolyte: Cora & Gretchen Wise
Greeters: Kathy &
Brianna Billingsley

February 24th
8:30AM Service

Acolyte:
Greeters: Charles &
Gretchen Edmiston
10:35AM Service
Acolyte: Ellie Henninger
Greeters: Rob, Crystal,
Bronson & Jagger Bartlett
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Prayer List Updates Needed:

As we begin a new year, we would like to update our Prayer Concern list. In order for us to have the most current
list, we need your help. Please contact the church office or complete the Prayer Card on the tear off of the bulletin.
Print the name of the person or persons you would like to see included on our list. Continue to submit these names
to us to ensure they stay on our list. Thank you!

Prayer Concern: Helen Schuman, Randy Little, Sam Gossage, Brittany & Brianna Billingsley, Jerry Curry, Martha
Tippey, Rod & Barb Schoonover, Rachel Adams

The families of Dessie Zingher & Wayne Runkle,

Prayers of Joy: Congratulations to James Haywood & Kim Markee-Behrends on the birth of their daughter, Pearl
Rose Haywood, who was born on Christmas Day.

Prayers for Churches and Pastors:

Each week we lift up a different church or charge and pastoral team from our community in prayer. As we lift up
our brothers and sisters in Christ and their work for the Lord, the ministry and message of Christ shall be
strengthened. This month we will be praying for the following churches and their pastors:

The week of Feb. 3rd
The week of Feb. 10th

Browning & Sugar Grove Methodist Churches
Cass Schuyler Hospice Chaplain

To get connected with the Rushville First UMC
a5 Phone Tree, call the church office at
217-322-3328 to let us know
what notices you would like to receive.
If you would like to receive church messages
by text, please text rushvillefumc to 292929.

5AR @2dz Yy 26>
Online Offering at RushvilleFUMC.org
We have Online Offering available at
RushvilleFUMC.org.
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right-hand side of the page.

Dec. 30 * * 89 $2322 7‘ y¥2 _N‘N_I'_U AZY 2T 2 [0
invested in ministry! NLINE

Jan. 6 56 65 56 $3747 R R ) OF FERING R

Jan. 13 No church due to weather 25Q N\_B U NE A y 3 u 2 Y 1. S

o 20 s 2 " $3669 even easier for you to make a difference fo
Jesus Christ!

fan. 27 36 03 32 84765 Thank you for your generosity!

Total 104 169 118 $12,181

Published prayer requests are received over the past month through prayer cards and requests. In order to be conscientious concerning
personal privacy, we will only print names of those who are family members or have been confirmed/requested by the person(s) named.
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2019 Valentine List

SO

Betty Curl Jane Wendling Sherry Drawve College Student
Betty Davis Jeanne Ervin Stanley Boehm Keely Acheson
Bob & Nancy Stauffer John Peacock Vic Jackson Lauren Cox
Bob Grider Karen Phillips Virginia Stocker Bailey Ervin
Bob Phillips Lois Henninger Vivian Trone Collin Vincent

Darlene Morrow Luella Hedden Wayne Tomlinson Olivia Vincent

David Jones Lynn Kettering Wilma Davis Sara Wilson

Dick & Liz Etter Ethan Downs

Christian Downs

Margaret Crum Zehrea Phillips

Dick Bowers Margie Tyson
Don & Helen Schuman Marie Leonard Military
Kelly Phillips

Dorcas Herche Maurine Corbin

Shon Roegge

Dorothy Morrell Maxine Sargent

Edith Goldsborough Nancy & Jerry Pryor ............................ : Brandon Clark
Faye Crone Pete & Doug Fulks To aad a_namei Samuel Phillips
Freddie & Sherry Henninger Phyllis Rutledge to the list, James Boyd
Fredia Walker Red & Carolyn Ambrosius please call John Graham
the office Nick Briney

Glenna Prather Rosalee Reynolds

David & Melissa Sayers

before Feb. 6th,§

Harry Zingher Ruth & Dick Diseron
(ona Phillps ~uth Teel e rrrrr st Mickey Gossage
The United Methodist Women

February 1 2 Chronicles 35:20-27 Uni ted Met hodiFsbtuaryWo n2eKimgd 2¢:18-25:21
February 2 2 Chronicles 36:11-21 Prayer Calendar February 19  Ezra 1:1-11
February 3 Jeremiah 1:4-10 February 20  Jeremiah 22:11-17
February 4 1 Kings 17:8-16 February 12 I Samuel 9:15-10:10 February 21 Genesis 43:16-34
February 5 2 Kings 5:1-14 February 13 Isaiah 8:1-15 February 22  Genesis 44:1-17
February 6 Jeremiah 1:11-19 February 14 Jeremiah 13:12-19 February 23 Genesis 44:18-34
February 7 Numbers 20:22-29 February 15 Jeremiah 13:20-27 February 24  Genesis 45:3-11, 15
February 8 Numbers 27:12-23 February 16 Jeremiah 17:1-4 February 25  Genesis 33:1-17
February 9 Judges 3:7-11 February 17 Jeremiah 17:3-10 February 26 1 Samuel 24:1-22
February 10  Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-13] February 27  Leviticus 5:1-13
February 11~ Judges 5:1-11 February 28  Deuteronomy 9:1-5
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The FUMC Youth Group News

Youth Group February 2019 Dessert Schedule:
Feb. 6th: Joan Woodworth Feb. 13th: Sharon Goldsborough
Feb. 20th: Judy Peterman ( Feb. 27th: Martha Tippey

*Youth Group will not meet on Ash Wednesday, Wednesday, March 6th.

Open Arms Preschool

Happy New Year from the students and staff at Open Arms Preschool! We are back to school and things are in full
swing for our second semester. We were very happy to welcome two new students to our classroom in January. Emorie
Peterman and Lorelei Pherig, both three years old, have joined us for lots of learning and fun in the classroom.

We spent the whole month of December on our Christmas theme, focusing mainly on the nativity story, but
including lots of craft-making, singing, and celebrating in general. We ended the semester with our Christmas party on
Thursday, December 13 and then enjoyed a long break for the holidays, returning on Tuesday, January 8. Lots of parents and
grandparents were able to join us for our party and a good time was had by all!

For January, our scheduled themes were Winter, Sneezing Season, Hibernation, and Outer Space. We had a fun
pajama party to pair with our hibernation theme at the end of the month. We are also learned how to stay healthy and how to
prevent the spread of germs during the winter months and learning about all of the planets in our solar system as well.

Our Bible stories were from the New Testament and the kids are getting to know Jesus a little better through those
stories and His parables. This will lead us right into Lent and Easter for the next several weeks of Christian education in the
classroom.

We are always accepting applications for new students. If you know anyone who is interested in enrolling a student,
please refer them to the church website, our Open Arms Preschool Facebook page, Tami in the church office, or myself.
Additionally, our preschool board members can help provide information about the program. Those board members are
Laura Moore, Michel DeMoss, Mary Sue Merritt, Barb Schoonover, Debbie Worthington, and Carol Breedlove.

We wish you many blessings for 2019!

Open Arms Preschool
Special Offering

On Saturday, February gth
& Sunday, February 10th

we will be taking a specia]

offering to support

Open Arms Preschool.

Please give genercusly to help

Rushville First United Methodist Church exists to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
We seek to make a difference for Christ within the local and global community by
waking to Christ, worshiping Christ, walking with Christ, working for Christ and witnessing for Christ.




FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS/

ANNIVERSARIES

10
13
15
16
17

19
20
21
22
23

24

25

26
27

28

Ron Robeson

Pam Tavernier
Carol Fuller

Dean Heitz

Tim & Tiffany Bainter
Konnie Crane

Roger & Cheri Baker
Maxine Sargent
Michael Shelts
Susan Acker

Annika Ebey

Tami Zeeck

Lynn Stover

Deano Trone
Zehrea Phillips
Sylvia Herr

Mike Zeeck

Paul & Julia Vincent
Delores Cameron Ford
Avery Dodds

Karen Petersen
Kynzie DeMoss
Shirley Barrett

Don & Shara Fagan
Courtenay & Collin Ring
Kay Divan

David Haney

Kay Simpson

Lou Ann Winston
Lisa Adams

Jerry Ewing

Julia Hard
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Military Christmas Card Mailingaent out to all of the active
duty military members of our church family who are currently
serving away from home for the holidaylhose members in-
clude:Shon RoeggeMarines, Station in Virginia Beach, Virginia;
Brandon ClarkNavy, Station in Pensacola, Flori8amuel Phil-
lips, Army, Station at Fort Knox, KentucBgimes BoygAir Force,
Stationed in Pensacola, Floridemhn GrahamArmy, Station in
Manhattan, Kansadylick Briney Air Force, Station in Madrid,
SpainDavid & Melissa Sayerg\rmy, Stationed in Rock Island, IL

Mark your calendars:
The Bells in Motiorconcert

will be held on May 6th at 4:.00 pm
at the
First Presbyterian Church,
1030 N 7th St., Springfield, IL

: ' THANKSIN ADVANCE!

OpenArms Preschool .= —.=c-.F1
- tissues, Clorox & baby wipes needed

Lots of sneezes and sniffles make lots of trips for
Kleenexes and Open Arms Preschool could use
some extra boxes of Tissues, Clorox Wipes and

Bab}' Wipes.

If vou can help please brmg them to the church' = |
office or leave them on the bench b\ the

information table.




Thank you to those who helped with
Mobile Meals during the month of
January: Konnie Crane, Don & Sharon
Goldsborough, Mary Hughes, Sheila
Yates, Cheri Baker, Sylvia Herr, Carol
Fuller, Martha Walker, Marian
Kindhart, Ron & BJ Busby, Ron &
Monica Shepherd, Teresa Boyd, Joan
Woodworth, Marge Parish, Sharon
Gossage, & Jan Anderson.

~Sally Poltawsky~

I would like to thank the congregation
for the generous monetary gift and all
the gifts cards at Christmas. It is a joy
to be your music director.
Thank you,
~Mark Ross~

thank,
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Dear Church Family,
Thanks so much for your generous
Christmas gift. Your thoughtfulness was
very much appreciated! May 2019 bring
good health and happiness to you and
your family.

Happy New Year,

~Kim Holmes~

Thank you for thinking of me at
Christmas, and for the gifts I received. 1
appreciate your kindness. I hope each and
every one of you have a wonderful new
year.

~Kathy Billingsley~

We would like to thank everyone who has
given their time and resources to help
remove snow and ice from our parking
areas and sidewalks. A special thanks to
Dan Adams, Keith DeMoss and Mike
Lamb - you guys are awesome!

First
United
Methodist
Church

CONTACT INFORMATION
Please let us know if you have a
change of contact information so we
can update our records. This helps us
stay in touch with you. Contact the
church office with any updates.
Phone: 217-322-3328
Email: office@RushvilleFUMC.org

OUR CHURCH STAFF:
Pastor: Rev. Randy McGeehon
Admin Assistant: Tami Zeeck
Treasurer: Kathy Billingsley
Music Director: Mark Ross
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